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Governor holds no veto power over Bills: SC

Bench say

s if a Governor withholds assent to a Bill, it must be returned to the State Legislature ‘as soon as possible’; if Assembly re-enacts it, as in the case of TN, then the

Governor must give nod; court observes that the Governor would be in a position to virtually veto functioning of the legislative by simply declaring that assent is withheld

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
has laid down the
law that a Gover-
nor, in case he withholds
assent to a EBill, should
send it back to the State Le-
gislature “as soon as possi-
ble” with a message to re-
consider the proposed law.
If the Assembly reiterates
the Bill “with or without
amendments”, the Gover-
nor has no choice or dis-
cretion, and has to give his
assent to it.
The November 10 judg-

ment released on Thurs-
day was based on a peti-
tion filed by the Punjab
government against its Go-
vernor's action to hold
back crucial Bills.

Tamil Nadu’s case

The verdict would be a sig-
nificant boost to Tamil Na-
du’s case. The Tamil Nadu
Assembly had returned 10
crucial Bills to Governor
R.N. Ravi, who had with-
held assent in the first in-
stance. “The substantive
part of Article 200 empow-
ers the Governor to with-
hold assent to the Bill. In

ee

The ultimate deci
not to accept the advice of the

ion on whether or

Governor.. belongs to the legislature alone

such an event, the Gover-
nor must mandatorily fol-
low the course of action
which is indicated in the
first proviso of communi-
cating to the State Legisla-
ture ‘as soon as possible’ a

SUPREME COURT BENCH

message warranting the re-
consideration of the Bill...,”
a three-judge Bench, hea
ed by Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud, held.
“The ultimate decision
on whether or not to ac-

+

cept the advice of the Go-
vernor as contained in the
message belongs to the le-
gislature alone. That the
message of the Governor
does not bind the legisla-
ture is evident from the use
of the expression ‘if the Bill
is passed again ..with or
without amendments’,”
the Bench held.

“In contravention’

The court held that a Go-
vernor who chooses to
withhold a Bill without do-
ing anything further would
be acting in contravention
of the Constitution. “The

Governor as the unelected
Head of State would be in a
position to virtually veto
the functioning of the legis-
lative domain by a duly
elected legislature by simp-
Iy declaring thar assent is
withheld without any
further recourse. Such a
course of action would be
contrary to fundamental
principles of a constitu-
tional democracy based on
a Parliamentary pattern of
governance. The Governor
is under Article 168 a part
of the legislature and is
bound by the constitution!
al regime,” the court held.

The court held that the
Bill should be sent back to
the Legislature “as soon as
possible” with the manda-
tory message. It said the
EXPression “as soon as pos-
sible” conveyed a “consti-
tutional  imperative of
expedition”.

“Failure to take a call
and keeping a Bill duly
passed for indeterminate
periods is a course of ac-
tion inconsistent with that
expression. Constitutional
language is not surplus-
age,” Chief Justice Chan-
drachud| wrote 'iri ‘the 27-
page judgment.

WHO asks China for more info on the rise in respiratory illnesses, pneumonia clusters

Associated Press
GENEVA

‘The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) says it has
made an official request to
China for information
about a potentially worry-
ing spike in respiratory ill-
nesses and clusters of
pneumonia in children.
The WHO cited unspeci-
fied media reports and a
global infectious disease
monitoring service as re-
porting clusters of undiag-
nosed pneumonia in chil
dren in northern China. In
a statement late on Wed-
nesday, the WHO said it
was unclear whether those

were linked to a rise in res-
piratory infections report-
ed by Chinese authorities.

Close monitoring
Scientists said the situation
warranted close monitor-
ing, but were not con-
vinced that the recent
spike in respiratory illness-
es in China signalled the
start of a new global
outbreak.

The emergence of new
flu strains or other viruses
capable of triggering pan-
demics typically starts
with undiagnosed clusters
of respiratory illness.

The WHO noted that
authorities at China’s Na-

tional Health Commission
on November 13 reported
an increase in respiratory
diseases, which they said
was due to the lifting of CO-
VID-19 lockdown restric-
tions. The media, about a
week later, reported clus-
ters of undiagnosed pneu-
monia in children in north-
ern China.

“It is unclear if these are
associated with the overall
increase in respiratory in-
fections previously report-
ed by Chinese authorities,
or separate events,” the
WHO said, adding that it
had requested more details
from China about current-
ly circulating viruses and

Worrying concy
undiagnosed pneuronia in children in northern China. arp

any increased burden on

hospitals, via an interna-

tional legal mechanism.
Dr. David Heymann of

The media has reported clusters of

the London School of Hy-
giene and Tropical Medi-
cine said there was a likely
background of seasonal

respiratory infections.

“The challenge is to dis-
cern the outbreaks and de-
termine the cause,” Dr.
Heymann said in a state-
ment, adding that genetic
sequencing and isolating
cases would be critical. He
led WHO's response to the
20022003 SARS outbreak.

Francois Balloux of Un-
iversity College London
said the current wave of
disease in China was likely
due to respiratory illnesses
like flu, RSV or a bacterial
infection.

He said China was prob-
ably experiencing a signifi-
cant wave of childhood in-
fections since this was the

first winter since lockdown
restrictions were lifted,
which likely reduced chil-
dren’s immunity to com-
mon bugs.

“No new pathogen’
“Unless new evidence
emerges, there is no rea-
son to suspect the emer-
gence of a novel patho-
gen,” Mr. Balloux said.
WHO said that northern
China has reported a jump
in influenza-like illnesses
since mid-October com-
pared to the previous three
years. It is rare for the UN
health agency to publicly
ask for more detailed infor-
mation from countries, as

such requests are typically
made internally.

The outbreaks have
swamped some hospitals
in northern China, includ-
ing in Beijing, and health
authorities have asked the
public to take children
with less severe symptoms
to clinics and other
facilities.

The average number of
patients in the internal
medicine department at
Beijing Children’s Hospital
topped 7,000 per day, ex-
ceeding the hospital’s ca-
pacity, state-owned China
National Radio said in an
online article earlier this
week.
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Deceptive signals

October’s foreign rade tidings present a
picture that could well be misread

ast month, India’s goods exports reconded

only their second uptick this fnancial

year, with a 6.2% rise. Merchandise im-
parts grew a sharper 12.3% over last October and
nearly X% over Septembers tally to hit an all-
time high of $65.03 billion. The trade deficit, asa
result, aleo hit a record $31.5 billion. The import
bill was expected to go bevond the relatively te-
pid trends in recent months, spurred by anticipa-
tion of festive demand for ibems such as jewellery
and high-end electronics. But this surge, and the
deficit tally, was beyond expectations, with eco-
nomists describing it as “a rude shock” thanks to
‘idiosyneratic’ effects. The Finance Ministry's
monthly economic review asserted that mer-
chandise exports *surprised on the upside™ with
the highest growth in 1l months, and that exports
and imports have grown “despite fears of weak
global demand™.

The high imports and the likely deficit trajec
tory need not trigger much anxiety yet. The re-
cent decline n ol prices should help this inelastic
import bill recede from the seven-month high of
$17.7 hillion. While festive and wedding demand
spiked gold and silver imports to an extent, price
drops in precious metals in early October also
plaved a role as jewellers sought o ramp up
stocks before prices rebounded. Similarly, not all
of the bump up in electronics imports can be
construed as consumption demand. That Octob-
er was the last month of free imports of personal
computers, laptops and servers before the ‘de-
ferred” implementation of new import ‘licensing”
norms, now euphemistically rephrased as an *im-
part management system’, also triggered players
mnto stockpiling inventories of these items. The
government has been trying to rein in the import
bill through such measures and a slew of quality
control orders, but beosting exports is mone erit-
ical to support job creation and economic
growth. What i worrying is Octobers headline
uptick in exports is a statistical kink - the ship-
ments” value of £33.6 billion is actually the lowest
in 12 months and 6% below the 2021 tally. Global
trade grew 2% month-on-month in October, but
Indian exports dropped 2.6%. This is a clear sign
that incremental opportunities that a slowing
world is throwing up are being lost out on.

I_

End the secrecy

India must respond meaningfully
o allegations against is agenis

ndia’s decision o resume e-visas for Cana-
l dian ditizens worldwide is a significant step
towards restoring travel ties with Canada,
which were snapped in September during the di-
plomatic stand-off llewing Canadian Prime M-
nister Justin Trudea's allegations that Indian go-
vernment  agents had masterminded  the
assasination of a Khalistani leader. While India
had restsred ceriain categories of the visa last
manth, e-visa and tourist visas remadnesd under
suspension due to the threat to Indian diplomats
from Khalistani groups. According to External AF
fairs Minister 5. Jaishankar, the restoration of vi-
sas for Canadians was due to the “situation be-
coming mire secure”. However, the step does
not mecesrily mean a restoration of normal ties.
Adter India cancelled visas for Canaadians and de-
manded that Canada cut down its diplomatic
strength by twerthinds for “parity purposes”, Ca-
mach had fiown out more than 40 of its diplomats
amnd thesir firmily members and rechsced its visa is-
sumnce capacity as well. With travel visas cur-
tailed on both sides, business and investment thes
ton sufered, especially as Canada had already
sispended talks fora Free Trade Agreement after
the killing of the Khalistani leader, Hardeep Singh
Nijjar. While Mr. hishankar and the Canadian Fo-
reign Mimister met each other in the LS. in Sep-
tembser, political ties have virtually shot down,
In addition, a new controversy, sparked by
Washington, has emenged over a report that In-
dian grvernment agencies wene plotting o arget
another Khalistani leader, Sikhs for Justice leader
Gurpatwant Singh Panmun, in the LS. Lile Mijjar,
Fanmun, a U5 -Canadion dual natiomal, s wanted
in India for inciting violence against Indins and
Indian diplomats, and for recemtly isuing a
“warning” to travellers mot o take “Air India®
flight= after November 1% This menacing state-
ment harks back o the bombing of Air India
Flight 182 ot of Monereal, which killed all 229 0n
board, in 1985 A White House stadement con-
firmed news repaorts that LS. offidals had mised
the issue during Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
visit to Washington in Jume. This indicates that
the issue over Khalistani separatists i far from
dying dewn, despite New Delhi’s comversations
with western partners at the 2+2 dialogues with
the LLS. and Australia, respectively, and Mr. Jaish-
amkar's recent visit to the UK In sharp contrast
to the recent past, the government, which had re-
jected the Canadian allegations as “absurd and
mativaied®, has been surprisingly acoommodat-
ing of the LSS allegations. The External Afairs
Mimistry isswed a stabement that said India i e
minimg the “ULS. inputs” and would take “neces-
sary fallow-up action”. While these are oo dowubt
matters of national ssoarity, it is time the govem-
ment shed some of the secrecy surmoanding its
dual respomses and crafted its future course of ac-
tiom more coherenthy.


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

STALIN IAS ACADEMY - BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI
12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/
Contact Number - +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851

GETTY IMAGES

Deepfake alarm: challenges as AI's shadow
looms over the entertainment industry

Deeplake controversy involving Indian celebrities highlights the urgent need for Al regulations and safeguands, as these technological advancements

pose shendficant risks, Influencing the demand for legal recourse, vigilance, and the development of Al-based solutions to combat such threats

Bhuvanesh Chandar

5 has always been the cice with

any b i

development, most common

discussions around Artificial
Intelligenoe (AL centre on the direc,
perceivable pros and cons it poses (thanks
to sciHfi's favouarite pliot of robots @king
over all humanity). [t takes an
unfortunote scapegrat to force os oot of
our valuntary or involuntary ignorance,
lock at everything that les beyond, and
ackniwledge the gaping divide between
thuse whis are willing and mot willing io
participate in Al-related discussions.

Earlier this manth, a deepfike video (2

video featuring a human whose
appearance was digitally albered using AL

that of British-Indian social media
persomlity Zara Patel. While those
familiar with deepfakes could spot its
eeriness immediately, Rashmika's
pan-Indian populsrity, the fct that she
was the first Indian actor po woice ou
against deepfike abuse and that it got
even the Prime Minister voicing owt his
comcerns, attracted colossl media
attention. The only siver Ening in the
comtroversy that erupted is that it has
demansded that social media users from
India pay attention to the glabal
comversations on both Al as well as the
regulation of the use of the tech in the
hands of humans. For most of us, the
allure of Al applications has certainly

made serolling through social mediaa
fascinating evercise. Whe would have

ever thaught ase could sten o
“Ponmiagel Varndhal” in the voice of PM
Narendra Modi?, "80s Rajinikanth and Silk
Smitha came alive in 2 video tribute and
in guite an eerie incident, we heand a
Rajmi sang sung by the ke S P,
Balzsubrahmanyam. What grabbed the

most eyehalls was a deeplabe video of the
*Kamvauina' somg from Jailer that had
Tamannaah Bhala's fce swapped with
that of Simran. Both the female stars wene
wvercome with joy, but ifyou are
wondering winy we were rgely made
aware of Al through entertainment
media, Simran reminds us that it has
ahwarys been the case. “1 believe it's one
wary, it seems, the creators of Al are ketting
the workl know of their presence ” she

sy,
Bhst there's a vital, high-risk aspect of
deepiakes that makes systems established
1o tackle pre-existing cyber-crimes like
morphing and Revenge Porm — the saudly
normalised forms of cyber-attacks that
femnale public personalitie: are aften
suhjected to— seem redundant. Becase
the threat i no longer just a photo being
morphed onbo another phuh:graphl.r a
T upkiad of
private media. What we mdlmmmg iz
also the product of generative Al that can
create something new, almaost perfiect
renditions. with what it has been fed. The
bafling rate at which gemerative Al is
acbvancing makes the Rashmika
comntroversy seem almost mild in
comparison to what the future halds.

Awareness and vigilance

What we are discussing i 2 minube aspect
in the gamut of Al - misuse of genertive
Al by humans, for personal attacks. The
Indizm grwernment hos been vigibnt in
implementing meagures to okl
Al-related issues since before the term
became a parfance and measures
combating Dark Al are being developed
every millisscomd globally. But what
resolution exists for victims of deepfakes
currenthy in Inclia?

Say a deeplike video featuring your
digital likeness was released online. The
first step pundits advise you to da s to
repart the post i the social media

platformes, whidh are legally bound to not
omly address grievances refating to
cybencrime but specifically in this case,
remore it within 36 hours. Ashwini
Vishmiow, the Union Minister for
Electranics and Information Techmalogy
indl Commumnications, held a high-level
meeting with social media platforms and
professors plonesering in Al to discuss
measures 0 ackle deeplakes.

The wait for proper legiskion that
directly addresses deepiakes and
Ab-related crimes is awaibed, bt
mesumwhile, the indernet and
enthusiasts are happy to bdp youin
psding you with legal recourse. They sy
it's best for a victim to lodge a complaint
with the Natioml Cyber Crime Helpline -
15930, Awail the services of a good cyvber
Eowyer who would explain the many
provisions of Section 66 of the
Information Technodogy Aot of 2000, the
Copyright Act, anxl other provisions
unler the Indian Penal Code that can
provwide legal remedies. 1 the nature of
the deepfake ar amy morphed picture is
imtimate {or even if anmy intimeate mage
was posted without consent), victims can
avatil bl ant thee onliine forum stopoci.ong
which also promises to Sifeguard privacy.
Bt is theere amything else that cinbe
dunelu prevent such content I!rul:n

g Lnaware i
witat m.u.lld}uppen m W'I'nﬂ:.l\pp
Universities if - like Facebook's and X's
Exct-rhedk toclk - social platforms could
help sort through Al comtent. It might be
pussible for the source post but what
abaonst the medi fles that are duplicibed
amd Barwarded? If anly we knew of a
machine that could be trained 1o
refentlessly fight any duplication..

Al with Al
Al models are being developed o counter
Dark Al activities and one can anly hope
fior more open-surce oolk — in the same

vein as Nightshade, which when applied
can slightly tweak the digital artwork in
the hack end, making it hard for Al
models i trin themsehees on — 1o first
prevent misase of our social media
imagies, and second, abert consumer s
when they come acnoss an Al-aliered
media. A dmple Google s=arch an how
the: tech world is combating deepialkes
with Al lends many Rscnating resulis,
Tk Invtel’s desspiake detector called
FakeCatcher, which is said to spot ‘blood
flow' in the pixels of a video {measures
Thorw much light i absorbed or reflected
by blood vesels) to detect deeplakes.
There have been other notable measures
in prowviding transparency in the wse of AL
ke the Caalition for Content Provenance
and Authenticity (CZPA), an open
technical standard created by the coming
tngether of many software companies
with an aim to muthenticate digital

'Wee must not forget that in the
aforementioned deeplake controversy,
theere weere bwo victims — Rashmika
Mamlanma, and Zara Patel. [t's no news
ithat actors and socil media infheencers,
particularly women and other

alized genders, are forced bo e
the brunt of deeplikes and other cyber
orimes, and there is no suppaort system in
place to guide them. Even if not for
persanal attacks, the recently held
Hollywood strikes have proven that
Indlizin cinema lacks a mational wniom ke
SAG-AFTRA, the union for Holhwoodd
actors, o take a stand against the
potential use or abuse of Al by studios
that can threaten the Fvelihood of actors.
Simram agrees as well. *The bad sde of AL
i really nasty but the good side is that we
all kncrw about the worst side of it” For
morw, there's [tle we can do other than be
aware of new Al tech and measures to
eomhat Dark AL and let legishbure and
human-friendly Al modek do their jobs.
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